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WITS INITIATIVE FOR RURAL HEALTH EDUCATION

(WIRHE)

CHAIR OF RURAL HEALTH, DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY MEDICINE

UNIVERSITY OF THE WITWATERSRAND, JOHANNESBURG
Medical School, 7 York Road, Parktown 2193 South Africa

Tel: +27-(0)11-717 2602       Fax: +27-(0)11-717 2558
WIRHE is a new initiative, launched in 2002, to assist with the development and support of scholarship schemes for students from rural areas.  The initiative is a joint project between the Chair of Rural Health of the Faculty of Health Sciences, University of the Witwatersrand and Medical Education for South African Blacks (MESAB).  

· The focus of WIRHE is the following:

· To support the development of locally based scholarship schemes for students from rural areas

· To create opportunities for rural students to study health sciences at Wits Medical school and to support them during their training

· To motivate for, and work with, provincial departments of health, especially the North West and Limpopo provinces, to adopt a decentralised scheme for provincial bursaries that links health science students with rural health districts

· To assist health districts to maintain a link with their students during their training

· The contribution of MESAB involves:

· Provision of  matching grants for funds raised by the Initiative for student scholarships

· Administration of funds raised for WIRHE

· Support of scholarship students to work in their home health districts during their holidays, as a way of maintaining contact.

The motivation for this initiative arises from challenge that rural hospitals face in attracting and retaining highly skilled health care professionals such as medical doctors, pharmacists, and other allied health care professionals, in order to deliver a high quality health service. 

· The aims of initiative are to address this by training students from rural areas who are more likely to return to work in those areas.  The elements of the strategy, based on the Mosvold Scholarship Scheme, include the following:

· Exposing local students to career possibilities in the health sciences (open days) 

· Building relationships with potential scholarship students by encouraging voluntary work at hospitals prior to selection.

· Involving the local community in selecting and supporting students, and holding them accountable to their commitments

· Providing a beacon of hope to local students in rural areas

· Mentoring of students at university 

· Encouraging holiday work in local hospitals and clinics, through offering financial incentives 

· Contracting students to work in their local areas (home hospitals) on completion of their training

At present the Initiative is supporting 2 new schemes in two different geographical areas, viz. Bohlabela district  (Tintswalo hospital) in the Limpopo province and Vryburg region (including Ganyesa, Kudumane and Taung districts) in North West province.

This is a developing initiative, but already we are in the process of raising funds for students who have been accepted for Health Sciences courses at Wits in 2003.  In terms of these, R300 000 is already needed to cover the fees of these students in their first year.  

For more information or to assist in any way, including with funding, please contact Prof. Ian Couper, couperid@medicine.wits.ac.za  Tel. 011 7172602

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








[image: image2.png]


_1101281098.doc
[image: image1.png]






