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Research in a rural situation

• Clarify the question
• Form a team
• Quality improvement vs Research
• Connect with researchers
• Use consultants
• Enrol students
• Funding
• Share the journey
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Steve Reid
Beaufort-West

September 2008

“The fatal pedagogical error 

is to throw answers, 

like stones, 

at those who have 

yet to ask a question”

We don’t know 
what we don’t know

De Bono

“Lateral thinking”



10/26/2008

3

Van Oech

� Explorer

� Artist

� Judge

� Warrior

Harness the energy 
of not knowing

Van Oech

� Explorer

� Artist

� Judge

� Warrior
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ELIMINATE
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DOCTORS’
AFTER
HOURS
ROSTER

Eudora Welty

"My continuing passion is to part a 
curtain, that invisible veil of 

indifference that falls between us 
and that blinds us to each other's 

presence, each other's wonder, each 
other's human plight."
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Ideas

• Do a home visit
• Series of cases
• Visiting students
• Work in a different setting
• New colleagues
• Tools for creativity
• “Part the curtain”
• Be an explorer, an artist, a judge, or 

a warrior!

Responses welcome

reids1@ukzn.ac.za


